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Oscar Robertson

Former NBA Player; NBA Free Agent Activist; Player of the
Century

Please contact a GDA agent for information.

Topics

e Activism / Philanthropy / Civic Engagement
o Celebrity Sports

e Entrepreneur

o Ethics / Values

o Inspiration / Achievement

o Leadership

About Oscar Robertson

Oscar Robertson forever changed the game of basketball -- on the court and in the courtroom. Generally considered one of the greatest all-around
players in the history of the game, he was voted Player of the Century by the National Association of Basketball Coaches. Robertson first came to
national prominence in his home city of Indianapolis, leading Crispus Attucks High School to two consecutive state basketball championships—the first
anywhere by an all-black school—and being named Indiana’s Mr. Basketball in 1956. He went on to a Hall of Fame career with the University of
Cincinnati, the 1960 U.S. Olympic gold medal basketball team, the NBA Cincinnati Royals and the Milwaukee Bucks, leading that team to its first and
only NBA championship.

As the longest-serving president of the National Basketball Players Association from 1965-1974, Robertson made an even more lasting impact with a
successful class action anti-trust lawsuit against the NBA. A 1976 legal settlement, known as the Oscar Robertson Rule, helped NBA players become
the first professional athletes to achieve free agency, forever changed the balance of power in professional sports and led to a new era of expansion,
growth and prosperity for all sports that continues to the present day.

Oscar offers, “I saw at an early age that education, hard work and teamwork could create a path to opportunity, progress, and equality. When | started
playing basketball, | wasn't very good. The only way | was going to improve was to out-work everyone else, and to learn from players who were older and
better than me. When they saw how serious | was about improving, they were more than willing to help me. | encourage children today to seek that same
sort of guidance from their coaches, teachers, teammates, parents and grandparents. Doing that will serve you well not just in sports, but in all other
aspects of life."

Select Keynotes

e The Oscar Robinson Story

Country born, city raised, in the ghetto, coming up the tough way. The Big O: The Oscar Robertson Story chronicles legendary basketball ability, a
pioneer's strength to quietly endure the battle for civil rights, a shy young man who became a major public figure, as an athlete, precedent
setting players' rights advocate, Hall of Famer and transplant donor.
Select Book Titles
e 2017: Hard Labor: The Battle That Birthed the Billion-Dollar NBA
e 2003: The Big O: My Life, My Times, My Game
e 2002: But They Can't Beat Us!: Oscar Robertson and the Crispus Attucks Tigers

e 1998: The Art of Basketball: A Guide to Self-Improvement in the Fundamentals of the Game

Select Articles

o National Association of Basketball Coaches' “Player of the Century”

Oscar Robertson has made an indelible impression on American society, both on and off the court. He is defined by much more than this. He

was not only a superb athlete, but he has been a civil rights pioneer - the has been a civil rights pioneer - the Jackie Robinson of basketball.
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e Oscar Robertson's Business Career

Teaching Excellence and Emerging Leaders can learn from Oscar Robertson's illustrious career.

e Oscar Robertson Biography.com

Hall of Fame basketball guard Oscar Robertson established numerous records over his 14-year NBA career with the Cincinnati Royals and
Milwaukee Bucks.

e Oscar Robertson

Oscar Robertson, the National Association of Basketball Coaches' "Player of the Century,” is also an established labor leader, entrepreneur,
author, basketball ambassador, and an advocate for healthy living and organ disease prevention.
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