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About Brad Snyder
Brad Snyder began his professional career as an Ensign in the US Navy, having graduated
from the US Naval Academy with a degree in Naval Architecture. Through his distinction as
the swim team captain during his final year, he earned an assignment as an Explosive
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Officer.
After a period of training, Brad deployed to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He
would deploy again two years later, this time to Afghanistan in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom. After six months of assault operations, Brad was severely injured by the
explosion of a nearby improvised explosive device (IED).
Brad sustained complete vision loss as a result of the explosion but did not suffer any other lasting wounds. As a part of his rehabilitation process Brad
returned to the pool, and after a few months of training earned a spot on the US Paralympic National Team for swimming. At the 2012 Paralympics, he
competed in seven events, earning two Gold medals and one Silver medal. His victory in the 400-meter freestyle occurred on the 7th of September, 2012,
which marked exactly one year from the day he suffered his vision loss.
Brad medically retired from Naval service in 2013, and three years later returned to the Paralympic Games, this time in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Brad
competed in five events, earning three gold medals, one silver medal, and broke a world record that had stood for over 30 years.
Select Keynotes
Brad's Story from Darkness to Light
Brad delivers 45 minute address providing background on his military service, injury in 2011, journey to the Paralymypic Games in 2012 and the
role that community has played with his integration back into society following his injury and journey to reaching the top of the podium
representing Team USA in a whole different light.
Select Book Titles
2 0 1 6: Fire in My Eyes: An American Warrior's Journey from Being Blinded on the Battlefield to Gold Medal Victory
Select Articles
I thought I was dead.
Brad Snyder gives his insight into the trauma he faced after an encounter with an IED.
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