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About Nando Parrado
His is a story that many will recognize, but few have an opportunity to hear first hand.
Nando Parrado recounts the extraordinary tale of how he and 15 of his teammates survived for 72 brutal days after their plane crashed into the frozen
Andes Mountains nearly 50 years ago. It remains one of the paramount survival stories of all time.
From the time the plane crashed on October 13, 1972 until their rescue on December 22, Nando and his fellow Uruguayan rugby teammates were forced
to cross both physical and mental boundaries. After waking from a concussion only to learn that his mother had died on impact and his sister was near
death, Nando became obsessed with surviving and emerged a hero after he and teammate Roberto Canessa walked for 10 days to find their salvation.
Their story of courage, teamwork, determination and leadership, experienced at a level few have known, will leave you with a heightened awareness of
the value of human life.
Soon after the rescue of the 16 survivors, Nando worked with Piers Paul Read, the author chosen by the survivors to pen the best-selling book Alive.
Twenty years later, Nando served as technical advisor to the Frank Marshall/Kathleen Kennedy production of the film of the same name starring Ethan
Hawke as Nando. The success of the film quickly prompted requests for Nando to speak around the world about the "Miracle in the Andes" and he
began doing so on a very limited basis in 1995. The requests for presentations continue to exceed the number that he is able to accept due to business
and family obligations. Nando is the author of the New York Times bestseller Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days on the Mountain and My Long Trek Home, a
major release from Crown books which tells the story of the Andes ordeal from an intensely personal perspective. In 2010, Nando was featured in the
History Channel documentary I AM ALIVE: Surviving the Andes Plane Crash, which continues to air around the globe.
Since this experience, Nando has become a successful businessman and television producer. He is CEO of four companies in Uruguay. He also hosts
several popular television programs in Uruguay including shows on nature, public affairs, autos and travel. He is also a highly sought-after speaker on the
international lecture circuit.
In his spare time, Nando enjoys racing motorcycles, sports cars, stock cars and watercraft. He has many awards, including the European Team Cup for
stock car racing and the Open Watercraft Championship in Punta Del Este, Uruguay. In 1991, Nando was part of a team of drivers who raced across the
Sahara in stock model Peugeots. The trip, from Morocco to Tunisia, covered 8,500 km and took 28 days.
A native of Montevideo, Uruguay, Nando graduated from Stella Maris College run by the Irish Christian Brothers. He also participated in a study abroad in
the United States that allowed him to attend high school in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Nando speaks five languages and travels extensively.
Select Keynotes
Miracle in the Andes
Nando Parrado uses video and photos to tell the unbelievable story of the 1972 rugby team. His message underscores the importance
leadership, team work and the power of the human spirit. We recommend a minimum of 45 minutes. He can easily utilize 60 minutes. He is
happy to take Q&A from the audience.
Select Book Titles
2 0 0 6: Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days on the Mountain and My Long Trek Home
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Select Articles
'When you have only one option... it's easier than you think'
On October 13, 1972, an airplane carrying 45 passengers and crew members crashed in a remote area of the Andes Mountains.
Alive: Rugby Team's Fabled Survival In Andes
Sky News, October 2015: As Uruguay take on England, Sky speaks to one of the Uruguayan rugby players involved in a miracle tale of survival in
the 1970s.
How Surviving a Plane Crash Applies to Business and Life
Vancity Buzz, May 2015: When Nando Parrado was a teenager, the plane he was travelling in with his elite rugby team crashed head-on into the
frozen Andes Mountains at cruising speed. Only 16 of the 45 passengers on board survived.
Select Client Feedback
This was the best lecture of the series. He was genuine and inspirational; natural and open with his thoughts. The visual accompaniment was
very helpful. A very high note to end the series this year.
— A t t e n d e e , B a l t i m o r e Cambridge Speakers Series

Without a doubt I would rate him as the most outstanding speaker of this year's series! Of course the story of survival in the Andes was
fascinating, but what captured the audience was his sincere philosophy of and appreciation of life. He seemed very touched by the audience's
standing ovation.
— A t t e n d e e , B a l t i m o r e Cambridge Speakers Series

Nando Parrado's presentation was absolutely top-notch. His underlying message of encompassing devoted love and inspiration behind the
nearly unfathomable story of determination and survival held reverberations in me as it nourished my sense of what life is both in its essential
character and in its fullness of meaning.
— A t t e n d e e , P h i l a d e l p h i a Cambridge Speakers Series

Fantastic. Inspiring. Emotional. Raw. True. Thank you.
— A t t e n d e e , B a l t i m o r e Cambridge Speakers Series
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