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About John Sitilides
John Sitilides is a Washington D.C. government affairs and geopolitical strategist bringing
three decades of specialized analysis and experience to inform investor, corporate and
government audiences of U.S. and global risk trends and international threat assessments that impact business, investment, and policy decisions.
In customized briefings before C-suite executives, high-stakes decision makers and opinion leaders, John explores and explains the complex geopolitical
and geo-economic decisions that impact markets in Asia, Europe, the Middle East and worldwide, helping clients better understand, anticipate, and
mitigate risk.
Under a U.S. government contract since 2006 to the U.S. Department of State, Sitilides is Southern Europe Regional Coordinator at the Foreign Service
Institute, delivering world-class training at the State Department’s professional development and diplomacy academy for senior U.S. foreign policy
professionals.
He has testified before Congress and is a regular media commentator on national security and American politics on broadcast, print and digital media.
He has been interviewed on CNN, FOX News, CNN International, Bloomberg News, and on Chinese, Russian, German, Turkish, Israeli & Arab television,
and cited in the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post, Washington Times, Politico, National Public Radio, Asia Times, Euromoney, and
Institutional Investor, among other major media outlets.
He is a member of the Association of International Risk Intelligence Professionals, the Intelligence and National Security Alliance, the Columbia
University Club of Washington, D.C., and the Association of Former Senate Aides. Sitilides holds a Master’s Degree in International Affairs, specializing
in International Security Policy, from the Columbia University School of International and Public Affairs.
Select Keynotes
“The Biden Global Agenda: Geopolitical & Geo-Economic Strategies in Cold War 2”
As geopolitical power and geo-economic influence, rather than idealism, increasingly dictate the global order, the primacy of geopolitics in
understanding global affairs and events has never been more important.
A high-value, engaging and low-hassle speaker, Sitilides simplifies the complex to deliver his content-rich, visually dynamic and highly engaging
presentation of original and compelling insights into the reality of global risk, geopolitical strategy, and political decision-making around the
world – and their impacts on U.S., regional and global economic considerations.
Sitilides’ keynote presentation on “The Biden Global Agenda: Geopolitical & Geo-Economic Strategies in Cold War 2” - tailored to the specific
needs of each audience - explores and explains the new global economic era, along with new trade and security networks and partnerships in
Asia and worldwide, driven by the strategic financial and industrial disengagement of the U.S. and China. The political, economic, and ideological
“Cold War 2” launched by China against the global West will be engaged by a new U.S. administration led by the president’s top national security,
foreign policy, and trade advisors, whose backgrounds and policies he assesses and details.
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In addition to the strategic re-routing of global supply chains away from China, Sitilides’ presentation includes substantial insight into the future
of global 5G technology and cybersecurity competition, as well as U.S. and Western strategies to contend with Beijing’s “Made in China 2025”
and “China Standards 2035” agenda directly targeting the global leadership of the world’s industrialized economies, as Beijing seeks to achieve
industrial independence and market dominance of breakthrough technologies such as semiconductors, artificial intelligence, the Internet of
Things, robotics, telecommunications, genetics, biopharmaceuticals, information technology, machine-learning, electric and autonomous
vehicles, and aerospace engineering.
His keynote presentation also includes valuable intelligence insights into the continued internal stresses within a post-Brexit European Union
under new German leadership; the Saudi-Russia oil price war against the global energy industry; the prospects for Middle East peace and a
nuclear Iran; renewed North Korea belligerence against South Korea, Japan, and the U.S.; and the potential transformation of many African
economies into the world’s next factory floor.
My clear-eyed live and virtual presentations include international trade impacts and energy supply chain management involving shipping through
critical chokepoints - delivered using a visually-compelling slide deck of maps, graphs, charts, and world leader portraits, and zero text or bullet
points - so it is richly informative and visually engaging for all audience members even in a virtual environment.
Sitilides is a superb story-teller, sharing information accumulated from decades of professional and personal experience in Washington and
travels abroad, connecting with audiences instantly and easily with his clear, focused, energetic and passionate interactive delivery.
VIRTUAL - The Next World: Geopolitical Risk and Global Strategies After the Crisis
We are undergoing one of the most unbelievable events of our lifetimes under a government-ordered and enforced contraction of national
economies on a global scale in order to slow the spread of – and ultimately prevail over – the deadly SARS-COV-2 virus.
Every near-time major conference, summit and event has been postponed or cancelled. However, we are confident that at the other end of this
emergency, we will enter a “new- normal” national and global economy that offers rich and creative opportunities to thrive and prosper.
Given our expectation that the global economy will undergo fundamental post-pandemic shifts beginning the second half of this year.
The new post-emergency global trade and security focus necessarily concentrates on what John envisions as the continued structural industrial
and financial disengagement of the U.S. and Chinese economies, a process that will be significantly accelerated beginning in 2021, regardless of
which party controls the White House and the Congress.
In addition to the strategic re-routing of global supply chains away from China to Latin America and Africa, and the federally-incentivized
insourcing of critical U.S. national industries, John’s presentation includes substantial insight into the future of global 5G technology and
cybersecurity competition. This will center on new U.S. and Western strategies for addressing Beijing’s “Made in China 2025” agenda to achieve
industrial independence and global market dominance of leading breakthrough technologies such as semiconductors, artificial intelligence,
robotics, information technology and machine- learning.
The presentation also includes valuable insights into the probable collapse of the European Union, the Saudi-Russia oil price war against the U.S.
domestic energy industry, and the anticipated increased flow of FDI into rebounding U.S. and other leading G20 markets.
John’s updated geopolitical risk intelligence presentation is a superior fit for client audiences seeking over-the-horizon insights and
perspectives on global political affairs and international trade directions. As always, his presentation is delivered using a visually- compelling
slide deck of maps, graphs, charts and world leader portraits – and zero text or bullet points – so it is richly informative and visually engaging for
all audience members.
Select Articles
Robert O'Brien's task as Trump's new national security adviser begins Charting the demanding geopolitical agenda
The appointment of Robert O'Brien, a skilled negotiator and non-ideological foreign policy professional, to succeed John Bolton as national
security adviser marks a significant turning point in the White House's national security strategy to confront and prevail against robust
adversaries, especially China and Iran, in an increasingly complex and dangerous international landscape.
Guarding maritime chokepoints against worldwide disruption
The Trump administration’s National Security Strategy recognizes Moscow’s newfound regional power status, buttressed by 49-year leases to
maintain and expand Russian naval and air bases on Syria’s Mediterranean coast. Moscow is now positioned to project greater military power
and diplomatic influence throughout southeastern Europe and the Middle East than at any time since it was expelled from Egypt in the early
1970s.
The national infrastructure dilemma It may fail spectacularly if environmental regulations aren’t reformed first
President-elect Donald Trump has proposed as one of his legislative priorities a $1 trillion national infrastructure program (“Trump’s
infrastructure program,” Nov. 28). His goal of upgrading and modernizing America’s highways, airports, harbors, inland waterways, railways,
electric transmission lines and water pipes and treatment plants — creating two million jobs in the process — is receiving broad bipartisan
Page 2 of 4

support.
Threatening farmers’ property rights The U.S. government should rescind unauthorized restrictions on the use of farmland
The Trump administration — especially under EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt — and the Congress together have an exceptional opportunity to
protect these law-abiding citizens, uphold the Constitution, and restore the trust in government that is so important to the dignity of everyday
American citizens.
How global risks will test the new administration Donald Trump must craft a geopolitical strategy that advances national security
New Delhi’s independent foreign policy includes close commercial relations with Russia and Iran, and a strategic naval bulwark against Chinese
power. Pakistan is integral to Beijing’s colossal infrastructure network to European, Indian Ocean and African ports. Its nuclear arsenal could be
overtaken by radical Islamists, the major reason U.S. forces remain engaged in neighboring Afghanistan. Balancing relations with both India and
Pakistan is a constant White House priority.
Cementing a long-term deal with Greece Souda Bay gives the U.S. a singulary valuable port in the Eastern Mediterranean
Russia is building an unprecedented powerful military complex in Syria, making it possible for the first time for Russian land-based aircraft and
naval forces to patrol the eastern Mediterranean without requiring support from distant home ports.
A Question of Engagement: Geopolitics and the American Factor in Greek Foreign Policy
Vortex of turmoil, vacuum of power
Washington Times, June 5, 2016
Select Testimonials
“Your passion for and understanding of the strategic geopolitical challenges facing the United States and global community are inspiring. Your
presentation was excellent.”
— Al Checchi, Checchi Capital Advisers LLC

“May be the most fascinating presentation I have ever seen at an event. Global geopolitics and the impact on trade, economies, and business.
This is brilliant.”
— Christopher Barger, Senior Communications Director, Society of Manufacturing Engineers

“Your presentation was absolutely fascinating and one of the most interesting presentations I have ever attended.”
— Christopher Gimson, Director, Aon Risk Solutions/Global Broking Centre

“John Sitilides gave our keynote talk on geo-political risks at the GAIM Ops Cayman event in April 2017, a 500+ person event for
COO/CCO/CFOs in the alternative investment industry. I’ve been working in conferences for 5 years and I can honestly say it was one of the
best talks I’ve seen. John provided fascinating insights on geo-political issues including Russia, China, the Middle East, North Korea and Europe
– using simple techniques like turning maps on their side to really bring a new perspective to understanding the issues and appreciating their
significance on a whole new level. Mixed with cutting edge and up-to-date knowledge of the topics and latest political developments, and the
fact John is an excellent and engaging speaker, made for a fascinating presentation. Our audience loved it. The room was packed and it’s been
rated as a favorite session by many of the attendees. John is top of my list for any geo-political analysis in the future.”
— Cosimo Montagu, Director & Editor-in-Chief, GAIM Ops & GAIM | KNect365

“Consistently rated your sessions as the very best - your expertise … is unequalled.”
— Department of Military Strategy and Operations, National War College

“Your U.S. Naval War College presentation on "The Grand Arc of Economic Geography: Shaping the 21st Century" was very well received by our
students and faculty. The audience appreciated the length and breadth of your analysis, and the presentation both of a compelling "big picture"
as to where the world is heading in both geopolitical and geo-economic terms, and the ways in which you connected "dots" in East and South
Asia, Latin America, Africa and Europe together. It was a masterful performance and one that has provoked ongoing discussion and debate.”
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— Dr. Nikolas K. Gvosdev, Captain Jerome E. Levy Chair of Economic Geography and National Security, U.S. Naval War College

“You did a great job explaining all of the very significant issues facing us from all over the world.”
— Greg Kushner, LIDO Consulting

“I thought your presentation at GAIM Ops London was brilliant. As an enthusiastic observer of world events, I found your presentation to be the
most concisely informative and interesting presentation I have probably ever heard on the world's current and future trouble zones.”
— Hugh Craigie Halkett, Financial Risk Mitigation, Inc.

“You were clearly the best presenter…You have a unique gift to succinctly wrap geopolitical issues into a coherent methodology of whom, why
and how.”
— Jan Ager Karel, Ager Consulting

“The thoughtful, comprehensive, understandable and practical view you brought to the complex problems and issues revolving around
geopolitics truly enlightened and engaged the audience at P&I's Global Future of Retirement conference. Setting the tone on the second day of
the event kept people talking, and your presentation was referred to numerous times by other speakers throughout the day.”
— Michael Ocrant, Director of Conference Programming, Pensions & Investments Inc.

“Your talk was easily the best received one of the Family Office Wealth Management Forum.”
— Randy Conone, Chief Investment Officer, MTrust

“Very much enjoyed your presentation - excellent poise, diction, delivery, substance, coordinated use of effective visuals, and audience
connection - exemplary!”
— Richard A. Bird, President, Bird Capital Group

“Our participants were greatly impressed and satisfied with the way you guided us through the political landscape of the contemporary United
States. Your insights provided us with a clear and solid background to understand the current changes in America.”
— Telenor ASA (Norwegian Telecommunications Corporation)

“You exhibit a rare ability to process difficult and complicated questions yet maneuvering skillfully down unexpected avenues, all the while
substantively addressing virtually every issue presented to you, no matter how off-beat or unexpected.”
— U.S. Department of State

“Thank you again for a spectacular presentation. You were superbly forceful, articulate, and persuasive, and I have heard nothing but
compliments from our participants.”
— Wofford College
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