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Topics

e Bullying / Violence

o Inspiration / Achievement
e Motivation

e Overcoming Adversity

e Virtual

About Molly Burke

At just four-years-old, Molly Burke's world became a little bit darker: she was diagnosed
with Retinitis Pigmentosa, a rare retinal disease causing loss of vision. Despite this, and
the ensuing obstacles and hardships she faced, it wasn't long before she began bringing
light into the lives of others. Molly began public speaking at the age of five as an
ambassador for The Foundation Fighting Blindness Canada. Since then, she has inspired
hundreds of thousands with her story.

Over the years, as Molly’s vision deteriorated, her confidence and optimism only
strengthened; but not without struggle or adversity. As a student, she was tormented by
bullies and struggled with depression and anxiety. It wasn't until she found the strength to
face her challenges, and the courage to reach out to others, that she came to find her
purpose - bringing hope to others.

As a motivational speaker, Molly has traveled the world sharing her story with youth, families and corporate organizations. She has spoken on stages
across North America and the UK in front of audiences as large as 20,000. Molly has shared stages with some of entertainments biggest names; Demi
Lovato, Macklemore, Martin Sheen and Magic Johnson, to name a few. She has collaborated with activists like Martin Luther King Ill, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Malala Yousafzai and the Kielburger brothers.

In 2009 Molly ran with the Paralympic torch for the winter games and won the title of Miss Teen Canada International 2010. Molly was also a
correspondent on the Orange Carpet for the 2013 TeenNick Halo Awards in Los Angeles. In the fall of 2015, Molly was a panelist at a small roundtable
discussion on entrepreneurship and youth leadership with Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex.

In 2016 Molly was selected to attend Canada’s first Youth Accessibility Forum in Ottawa, sharing her views on accessibility in Canada with Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau. In 2017 Molly became the face of Dove’s latest international ad campaign and was selected as one of thirty women worldwide
to represent SpecialK’s partnership with the UN’s Girl Up to help develop the inner strength of women.

Molly is a makeup and fashion lover, enjoys singing, downhill skiing, and practicing suspension yoga and pilates. She is a passionate Guide Dog user and
advocate of over 10 years. Alongside her successful career as a motivational speaker, she releases weekly YouTube videos to a worldwide audience.

Molly openly shares her experiences of overcoming adversity and embracing diversity, connecting with her audiences at a very personal, emotional, and
relatable level. She believes that we all have the strength within us to survive any challenge, and learn how to thrive from those struggles. Molly
encourages others to let go of the past and look to the future with bright eyes and a positive outlook. Her goal is to educate, motivate and inspire others
to find peace, happiness and achieve their goals, even in the darkest days.

Select Keynotes

o An Afternoon with Molly Burke

At just four-years-old, Molly Burke's world became a little bit darker: she was diagnosed with Retinitis Pigmentosa, a rare retinal disease
causing loss of vision. Despite this, and the ensuing obstacles and hardships she faced, it wasn’t long before she began bringing light into the
lives of others. Molly began public speaking at the age of five as an ambassador for The Foundation Fighting Blindness Canada. Since then, she
has inspired thousands with her story.
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Over the years, as Molly’s vision deteriorated, her confidence and optimism only strengthened; but not without struggle or adversity. As a student
she was tormented by bullies, and suffered from depression and anxiety. It wasn't until she found the strength to face her challenges, and the
courage to reach out to others, that she came to see the light and find hope.

Select Articles

o Blind and bullied: She lost her sight and then things got worse

After losing her vision, Molly Burke found herself in an even darker place. Now she’s giving hope to anyone who's ever felt victimized—and
showing them how to fight back.
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http://www.chatelaine.com/living/real-life-stories/blind-and-bullied-teenage-activist-molly-burke-shares-her-inspirational-story/

