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About Andre Norman
Andre’s mission is simple – to motivate others to make a change. Through sharing his life
experiences, Andre’s goal is to empower those with a desire to make a change. Engage life
with a new sense of purpose and drive, Andre can be your guide to create the steps for
putting your life on the path you seek.
Andre had a rough upbringing with an abusive father. The destructive choices he made as
an adolescent resulted in his arrest and imprisonment. In solitary confinement, a light
turned on for Andre. He made the decision to change his fate. With a new mindset, he served a 14-year sentence, earned parole, and from that moment
on Andre has never looked back.
Andre has twice attended the YPO-WPO Global Leadership Conference. Andre has lectured at Harvard University, including the School of Law, the John
F. Kennedy School of Government, and the Harvard Divinity School. He has been a featured speaker at MIT’s Department of Urban Studies. Since 2001,
Andre has been collaborating with the London Business School Executive Education department to design unique experiential learning labs for some of
its top clients including Prudential Insurance, Bovis Lend Lease, Deutsche Bank, British Petroleum, Ericsson, and Danone.
Andre's experience and expertise enable him to speak about and create training programs on; families in crisis, substance abuse and teen drinking, reentry, ex-offender, gangs, prison reform, and mentoring. Andre travels to schools, churches, and community centers around the world to act as a mentor
and friend to youth and community members alike. He has been a primary contributor in working with groups at social risk in the countries of Honduras,
Bahamas, Sweden, Guatemala, Liberia & Trinidad, Andre is currently considered the Ambassador of Hope, Sharing his gifts and light with the entire
world.
Select Keynotes
Choices From the prison yard to the Harvard yard
He is engaging, honest, he will challenge your thinking. Not trying to move your heart or your wallet …he wants to move your mind. Change
happens through thinking.
Lessons from the Street: Finding Motivation, Inspiration, Dedication
Professor John Kotter of the Harvard Business School wrote that, “for leadership, achieving a vision requires motivating and inspiring—keeping
people moving in the right direction . . . by appealing to basic but often untapped human needs, values, and emotions.” Andre had to abandon his
old value system in order to take control of his life and, once released, stay out of prison. But he did find that some of what he learned in the
world of prison gangs—about those untapped needs and emotions—has relevance for leaders in the world of legitimate business. Andre provides
fresh perspectives on the leader’s role and a new appreciation for what is possible.
Lessons in Humanity From an Invisible People
Participants step out of their comfort zones and visit a homeless shelter, prison, youth detention center, or half-way house to gain new insights
into the human condition. Participants say that this workshop (along with Program 2, which includes a prison visit) shakes their assumptions
about people who do not share their advantages and—most importantly—teaches the participants new truths about themselves. This new
understanding allows them to answer the fundamental dictum of leadership, “Lead yourself first.”
Mindset to Stay Focused
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It is a rare employer who is willing to take a chance on hiring an ex-con. It is hard to find gainful employment as an ex-con. Andre speaks to the
mindset to stay focused.
Prisoner to professor: Life & Leadership Lessons from an Incredible Odyssey
Andre often presents this program to business audiences that want to help their community. Sponsors also engage Andre to present this
program directly to at-risk youth programs. The story of Andre’s personal journey from prison to university lecturer and international speaker is
not a Cinderella story. It is a tale of extremely hard work, numerous setbacks and an uphill struggle against tremendous odds. It is also a story
that has inspired numerous audiences and encouraged people to think differently about what a determined individual can achieve.
Second Chances: The Courage to Change the Things I Can
Andre developed a keen understanding of people on his incredible journey. In this workshop he uses that knowledge to help participants explore
family dynamics, whether it’s their family at home or their family at work. Andre shows that many of the things that frustrate, puzzle and limit us
are within our control.
Survival of the Fittest: Teach Your Team to Expect the Unexpected
In the world of prison gangs, there are harsh consequences for failure. Andre survived prison and became an outstanding coach by paying close
attention to the world as it was, not as he wanted it to be. Pilots call this quality situational awareness, and it’s a critical quality in any
successful business venture. In this program Andre shows how great teams also learn to believe in themselves, and how resiliency and
determination help when the world surprises them.
Select Articles
Don't Just Book a Speaker, Create a Revolution
Kids of the Suburbs Take Note
Visiting Their Cells Emotional. Energy.
Sex, Mentors and Thank You ... An unexpected sort of day.
Powerful. The only word for today.
The Give Back Tour Begins
Andre Norman and Giving Back
Select Testimonials
Andre recently spoke at GOT - our annual entrepreneurial summit at MIT. His message was inspiring and he was one of our highest rated
speakers. It's no surprise that Andre left our gathering with many new friends and admirers.
— G. Michael Maddock - Gathering of the Titans CEO & Founding Partner at Agency of Innovation

Our past events have featured some of the world's most respected visionaries including Sir Richard Branson, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Dr.
Stephen R. Covey and many others - so being one of the top rated speakers at one of our events is a significant accomplishment. What amazes
me about Andre's incredible presentations at our programs is that he has consistently ranked at the very top of the feedback from attendees. I
believe it's because Andre is one of the most powerful and mission-driven speakers in the world, and I'm grateful to have met him and to call
him a friend.
— Greg Habstrit, Founder, SimpleWealth, Inc.
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